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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . Due to comnnunications filed 4/2/09, tlie following is a final office action. Claims 
1,13 and 21 have been amended. Claims 1-32 are pending in this application and 
have been examined on the merits. The previous rejection has been modified to reflect 
claim amendments. Claims 1-32 are rejected as follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-10, 11-19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kara (US 2005/0071297 A1). 

As per claim 1 , Kara discloses: 

a postage charge dispenser configured to generate postage indicia and account 
for postage charges, ([0153], each time indicia is printed, amount down counter 
decrements initial value by the postage amount); 
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a printer operable to print tlie postage indicia as generated by tlie postage 
cliarge dispenser on mail items, ([0017], printer prints desired postage indicia; 

a display, ([0049], and Fig. 17, Display for personalizing a selected postal 
indicia); 

a controller for driving the display to display a depiction of a postage indicium 
to be printed on a mail item, the depicted postage indicium including a plurality of 
data items modifiable by a user, which data items include at least one data item related 
to postage charge, and being operable to provide data representative of the data items 
to the postage charge dispenser, ([0125], and [0169], shows allowing user to 
select/create postage indicia, and Fig. 8, shows screen 80, which is a display that 
displays standard postal indicia, or allows a user to change indicia. Fig. 8 [81 1] shows 
indicia includes $0.29 and also represents the depiction of postage indicium, also 
sample indicia displayed is shown in [0126], which can also represent a depiction of 
postage indicium, in this case "a controller" is inherent with Kara since some type of 
means is necessary for controlling display output based on user input); 

and cause the controller to drive the display to display a plurality of possible item 
entries for the selected data item; and an item entry selector operable by the user to 
select one of the possible item entries for the selected data item and cause the 
controller to drive the display to display a modified depiction of the postage indicium 
including the selected item entry for the data item, ([0126]-[0127] shows more than one 
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sample indicia tliat a user can select, where Box 816 represents one of the data items, 
and new screen 160 show a selection menu which represents the item entry selector 
and [0125], lines 5-7 shows allowing the selection of a postage indicia that has been 
previously stored within the E-STAMP program). 

Kara does not specifically disclose a data item selector operable by the user to 
select any one of the data items from within the depicted postage indicium, however 
does disclose the E-STAMP program may be coupled to a graphics program residing 
within the processor-based system, thus allowing the customer to select a personalized 
graphic design for the postage meter indicia to be printed on the mail. The user can 
construct his/her own design using any of the well-known drawing programs, such as, 
for example, Macromedia's Freehand program, where Macromedia's Freehand 
program is known to allow a user is able to select data items within a picture indicia, and 
then a second menu from which the user may choose from giving him further options, or 
the user can select from an established data base of graphics, either self-designed or 
obtained from either the post office on the portable postage memory or from other 
graphics suppliers via diskette data loaded into a general application program running 
on the PC in [0018], thereby suggesting being able to select from within the postage 
indicia since the postage indicia is no more than data items stored in a postage program 
and simply displayed from the program on to the screen for selection by a user. Kara 
also shows that a user may select various parameters within display 80, where display 
80 includes postage indicium as shown in Fig. 8, and as discussed in [0121]. 
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It therefore would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to disclose a data item selector operable by the user to select any 
one of the data items from within the depicted postage indicium with the motivation of 
allowing a user to select data that is simply stored in a postage system. 

As per claim 2, Kara discloses: 
wherein the data item selector comprises a screen pointing device, ([0017], system 
interfaces with user through mouse). 

As per claim 3, Kara discloses: 

wherein the screen pointing device comprises one of a mouse, a tracker ball, a touch 
pad or a touch screen, ([0017], system interfaces with user through mouse). 

As per claim 4, Kara discloses: 

wherein the item entry selector comprises a screen pointing device, ([0017], mouse). 

As per claim 5, Kara discloses: 

wherein the screen pointing device comprises one of a 

mouse, a tracker ball, a touch pad or a touch screen, ([0017], mouse). 

As per claims 6, 14, Kara discloses: 

wherein the possible item entries for the selected data item 

are superimposed on the depiction of the postage indicium, ([0125], shows ability to 
import a new postage indicia to replace the standard indicia shown in the top right hand 
corner of Fig. 8,) 
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As per claims 7, 15, Kara discloses: 

wherein the data items include postage value. Fig. 8 [811] shows indicia includes 
$0.29). 

As per claims 8, 16, Kara discloses: 
wherein the data items include postage class, ([0028], class, and Fig. 8 [809]). 

As per claims 9, 17, Kara discloses: 
wherein the data items include date, (Fig. 8, [811]). 

As per claims 10, 18, Kara discloses: 
wherein the data items include destination, (Fig. 8, [805]). 

As per claims 11, 19, Kara does not specifically disclose the following, however, 
does disclose address destinations as shown in Fig. 8, [805] and postage zone in Fig. 8 
[808]. 

However, official notice is taken that it is old and well known in the postage art for 
destinations to be represented on a map. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention for destinations to b represented on 
a map with the motivation of having means to locate where the destination is in a 
particular postage zone in order to calculate the correct postage. 

As per claim 12, 20, Kara discloses: 

a weighscale for determining the weight of mail items, the weighscale being 
operable to provide data representative of the weight of a mail item to the controller 
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and the controller being configured automatically to select the postage value for the 
mail item, ([0028], weight, and Fig. 8 [810]). 

As per claim 13, Kara discloses: 

displaying a depiction of a postage indicium to be printed on a mail item, the 
depicted postage indicium including a plurality of data items modifiable by a user, 
which data items include at least one data item related to postage charge; selecting one 
of the data items from within the depicted postage indicium to be modified; displaying a 
plurality of possible item entries for the selected data item; selecting one of the 
possible item entries for the selected data item, ([0125], and [0169], shows allowing 
user to select/create postage indicia, and Fig. 8, shows screen 80, which is a display 
that displays standard postal indicia, or allows a user to change indicia. Fig. 8 [81 1] 
shows indicia includes $0.29 and also represents the depiction of postage indicium, also 
sample indicia displayed is shown in [0126], which can also represent a depiction of 
postage indicium, in this case "a controller" is inherent with Kara since some type of 
means is necessary for controlling display output based on user input, [0126]-[0127] 
shows more than one sample indicia that a user can select, where Box 816 represents 
one of the data items, and new screen 160 show a selection menu which represents the 
item entry selector, and [0125], lines 5-7 shows allowing the selection of a postage 
indicia that has been previously stored within the E-STAMP program). 

displaying a modified depiction of the postage indicium including the selected 

item entry for the data item, ([01 25], lines 1-15, shows ability to import a new postage 

indicia to replace the standard indicia shown in the top right hand corner of Fig. 8) 
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generating a postage indicium corresponding to tlie modified depiction of tlie 
postage indicium, [0125], lines 16-17), sliows user may cliange or add new indicia, 
[0130], sliows process is repeated); and 

printing the postage indicium on a mail item, (sends data pertaining to postage indicia to 
be printed on a envelope, letter, card or label). 

4. Claims 21 , 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Heiden (US 5,71 0,707), and further in view of Ryan, Jr. (US 6,081 ,795). 
As per claims 21 , 27, Heiden discloses: 

a message transmitter operable to transmit messages relating to batches of mail 
to a remote data center/ transmitting messages relating to batches of mail to a remote 
data center; receiving messages from the remote data center as an acknowledgment in 
reply to the transmitted messages, (Col. 13, line 42-Col. 15, line 21, transmitting 
message to printing apparatus, where printing apparatus is a the data center as shown 
in Fig 1 and Fig 3, the printing apparatus and data center are connected (see 10); 

a message receiver for receiving messages from the remote data center as an 
acknowledgment in reply to each transmitted message, (col. 15, line 64-col. 16, line 16, 
data carrier may input a message into the secondary accounting apparatus/then) 
follows acknowledgment steps); 

a display for displaying a message status screen including message areas 
corresponding to each transmitted message; and a controller for operating the display to 
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display tlie message areas witli a first visual appearance on transmission of the 
respective messages to the remote data center and a second, different visual 
appearance on receipt of the respective messages from the remote data 
center/displaying message areas on a display corresponding to each transmitted 
message, the message areas being displayed with a first visual appearance on 
transmission of the respective messages to the remote data center and a second, 
different visual appearance on receipt of the respective messages from the remote data 
center., (Col. 13, lines 21-22, display a message of acknowledgement, w/col. 13, line 
57-59, in this case "a controller" is inherent with Heiden since some type of means is 
necessary for controlling display output based on message input). 

Heiden does not specifically disclose a message status screen including 
message areas corresponding to each transmitted message, however does disclose the 
display of a message of acknowledgement as disclosed above. 

However, Ryan, Jr. discloses a Postage metering system and method for a 
closed system network where printers 20 can communicate via a mechanism referred to 
as connection points, which can be used to implement direct communication, multi- 
casting (more than one client receives messages), or broadcasting (all clients receive 
messages) where this can be done between processes on the same meter printer or 
multiple meter printers on a network or on the internet as shown in col. 7, lines 63-67, 
and also shows the Meter Toolkit 110 also handles messages regarding the status of 
Meter Toolkits 1 10 on the network in col. 8, lines 36-37. It therefore would be obvious 
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to combine tlie teacliings of Heiden and Ryan, Jr. to disclose a message status screen 
including message areas corresponding to each transmitted message. 

It therefore would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to disclose a message status screen including message areas 
corresponding to each transmitted message with the motivation of showing that the 
postage meter status can be displayed according to a specific distribution. 

5. Claims 22, 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Heiden (US 5,710,707), and further in view of Ryan, Jr. (US 6,081 ,795), and further in 
view of Kara (US 5,812,991). 

As per claims 22, 28, neither Heiden nor Ryan, Jr. disclose wherein the controller 
includes a time-out function for displaying message areas with a third, different visual 
appearance where a message is not received from the remote data center within a 
predetermined period of time following transmission of the message to the remote data 
center, but does disclose the display of at least 2 types of messages as shown above 
for claim 21. 

However, Kara discloses a time-out/error message in col. 18, line 53-col. 19, line 6. It 
would have therefore been obvious to combine the teachings of Heiden, Ryan, Jr. and 
Kara to disclose a time-out function for displaying message areas with a third, different 
visual appearance where a message is not received from the remote data center within 
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a predetermined period of time following transmission of the message to the remote 
data center. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the applicant's invention to disclose a time-out function for displaying message areas 
with a third, different visual appearance where a message is not received from the 
remote data center within a predetermined period of time following transmission of the 
message to the remote data center with the motivation of displaying a message that the 
system is not functioning. 

6. Claims 23-26, 29-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Heiden (US 5,71 0,707), and further in view of Ryan, Jr. (US 6,081 ,795), and 
further in view of Mozdzer et al (US 2001/0010524 A1). 

As per claims 23-26, 29-32, neither Heiden nor Ryan, Jr. specifically disclose 
wherein the different visual appearances are represented by different colours/wherein 
the different visual appearances are represented by different shades/wherein the 
different visual appearances are represented by different patterns/wherein the different 
visual appearances are represented by different characters, however does disclose 
displaying messages as shown above for claim 21 . 

However, Mozdzer et al discloses different characters can be indicated for 
display in [0027]. It therefore would have been obvious to combine the teachings of 
Heiden, Ryan, Jr., and Mozdzer et al to disclose wherein the different visual 
appearances are represented by different colours/wherein the different visual 
appearances are represented by different shades/wherein the different visual 
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appearances are represented by different patterns/wlierein tlie different visual 
appearances are represented by different cliaracters. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention different visual appearances are represented by different 
colours/wherein the different visual appearances are represented by different 
shades/wherein the different visual appearances are represented by different 
patterns/wherein the different visual appearances are represented by different 
characters with the motivation of displaying different appearances. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-32 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Akiba K Robinson-Boyce whose telephone number is 
571-272-6734. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
•Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 



A. R. B. 
July 14, 2009 



/Akiba K Robinson-Boyce/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3628 



